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_____________________________________________________________________________  
PASTOR’S CORNER

In Exodus 23 we read about the harvest and what offerings were expected to be given to God. “You shall observe the festival of harvest, of the first fruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field. You shall observe the festival of ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor. Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the Lord God. You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the fat of my festival remain until the morning. The choicest of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God.

God’s expectations have not changed.  However, it seems that our actions have.  We may not be tending the fields and taking the first fruits of our crops to donate to the work of the Lord, but we do go to work, and our harvest is in the form of a paycheck.  Do we give the first fruits of that to the work of the Lord, or do we sit down and pay the mortgage, car payment, utility bills and gym membership first?  Then if we feel we have enough left-over, we might consider giving some of that to the work of the Lord.
Is God an important part of your life?  Is your Church an important part of your life?  If we truly that God will continue to provide for our needs, then why not show that faith by making our offering first.  Give the first bite to God!  Many of our members take that step in faith by participating in the Simply Giving program, which does a direct deposit from your bank account into the church’s account.  In this way our actions show that our faith is as important as the other things in our life.  It’s really not about money - it’s about faith.

At St. Peter’s we usually expect a shortage in giving over the summer, but this year we entered September with a $21,000 deficit.  This is higher than usual.  The past has shown us that our members are faithful in their giving and will make this up by December.  But now it is harvest time, and we are asked to give the FIRST BITE to God.  God doesn’t ask much from us.  Let’s do this!
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Faithfully Yours,

   The Rev. R. Bruce Todd
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         TREATS FROM THE TRUNK
The Witches and Goblins are reserving their parking spaces for our annual Trick-or-Treat event following worship on Sunday, October 28th.  If you’d like to participate, park you car in the rear section of the lot on that day.  Be creative and decorate it.  Bring treats for the kids.  Enjoy the enthusiasm of our young people as they go from car to car collecting goodies.  Children are welcome to come to worship in their Halloween Costumes.  After the Treats-From-The-Trunk event, everyone is invited back into the church for a Halloween Party hosted by the SPY group. 
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                                                  YOUNG FAMILY GROUP NEWS.

Thank you to one and all who made our first event of the season such a wonderful event.  The Fellowship Hall lived up to its name as the room was filled with lots of love and laughter.  It was a great start to our upcoming year of events.

On Sunday, October 14th the Young Family Group will once again enjoy the Fall Harvest Festival at Merrymead Farm.  We will meet at the giant maze at noon.

 “CRUMBS IN THE PEWS” COOKIE SALE!  On November 11th, YFG will be holding its Second Annual cookie sale to raise money for Soldiers’ Angels a volunteer group that puts together gift packs to send to the soldiers during the holidays.  Each package includes packets of cocoa, cider, socks, an AT&T calling card and funds for postage.  Soldiers’ Angels is a non-profit organization founded by the mother of a US soldier deployed to Iraq.  The Soldiers' Angels mission is to provide aide and comfort to any of the armed forces and their families.  More 

YOUNG FAMILY GROUP NEWS (cont’d.)
information about Soldiers’ Angels and their holiday gift drive can be found on their website:  http://www.soldiersangels.org.  

We will also have notes available if you wish to send a message to our troops.
[image: image5.wmf]On November 4th come visit the YFG table at the Ministry Faire!
Come and learn more about us.  There will be treats for everyone! See you there!
If you would like to be included on our email list please contact Sarah Cohen at sarahlcohen@comcast.net.
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Communion Offered Weekly
Over the years we have increased our membership significantly.  Many of these new members have come from congregations that offered the sacrament of Holy Communion on a weekly basis.  We have had visitors who were church shopping and say that they love it here at St. Peter’s, but would miss weekly communion.  The E.L.C.A. policy is that Holy Communion should be offered weekly at Sunday worship.  

In an attempt to meet these requests, beginning on Worldwide Communion Sunday, October 7th, Communion will be offered weekly at the 8:30 a.m. worship service.  The Communion schedule at 10:00 will remain on the first Sunday of the month and on festivals.

There are those people who say, “If I commune every week it won’t be as special.”  Then there are those who say, “I don’t need communion

 weekly.”  That is interesting since the Bible quotes Jesus as saying, “This cup is the new covenant shed for you and all people, for the forgiveness of sin.”  If you sin - you need the forgiveness found in Holy Communion.  The Lord is giving a banquet - weekly - and you are invited.

SECOND ANNUAL ST. PETER’S GOLF OUTING

HURRY!  If you did not register yet, contact the church or Tom Peuser right away to sign up for the October 7 event at Jeffersonville Golf Club.  Tee times will start around 1:00.  The cost is $70 per golfer which includes greens fees, cart, food, and prizes.  Contact Tom Peuser  at tee4107@yahoo.com.  

EVERY LITTLE BIT ADDS UP(     

GENUARDI SUPER MARKET SAVING CARD
Genuardi will give the church a % of your shopping total when you use your card and tell them you want to give it to St Peter's.  But, the Genuardi savings card must be renewed every year by November 1 so that the church can get a % of the purchase.  

Please sign up at Genuardi office or go to www.escrip.com and click on "yes, renew".  

St Peter's ID # is 1025518.  .

 

ACME TAPES
Acme will also donate 2% of your shopping total to the church.  Just bring in all of your Acme tapes 

and place them in the box in the Narthex marked 'Acme'.  

 

These are an easy way for St Peter's to add to our building fund.     Thanks.    
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