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PASTOR’S CORNER

Christmas Eve was glorious! - The decorations, the music, your singing and the spirit that was present.
Although I basically live at the church for three worship services, it sone of my favorite times of the Church year,

mainly because everyone makesa ¢ ! ° co oY x 7 Ty b x 7L
all get together.
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Many of you who participate may not have taken the time to read the explanation on the back of the program and are not in the church yet when I give the
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In Medieval times the wild boar was a symbol of evil. - So to celebrate Christ coming into the world to overcome the power of sin and death, they would slay the
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child, since that is what Epiphany commemorates.
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when our entire Church family gathers together.  We have everyone in the cast, the costume people, kitchen helpers, choir, musicians, production and office staff,

all joining together to make this a wonderful event for those who attend.

Yes, myfavoritetimesared © . ¢ 1 . L X1 T x . o0 T T 01 ¢ 1Y T LT |Easter* "
Have a blessed Epiphany season and a Healthy New Year as well.

In His Service,

The Rev. R. Bruce Todd
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appreciate the idea of a clean slate; being able to start fresh, to start over.

A wonderful aspect of the church calendar is that the New Year arrives at the end of Christmas (Christmas lasts 12 entire days, not just
oneday). Aswe ring inthe New Year, aswe anxiously anticipate what 2010 holds for s, we should remember that every moment, every day, every year isa new
lifein and with Christ.  On December 25" we celebrated the birth of the Light of the World, the Messiah, the Savior, Jesus.  On January 1" and every day we
should celebrate this birth and what it means for each of us as followers of Jesus,

" -1 7 . x .sresohition Iwould Yike'to encourafe us al to try,'is to remember our baptism each day and the promise it gives us.  When Martin
Luther washed his face every morning, he would make the sign of the cross on his forehead to remember that he was marked with the seal of God forever.  This
helped him to face each day anew because it reminded him that each day was a new day in Christ. ~ This simple ritual helped him remember the teachings of
Christ each day.  Maybe we all can try this as well.

Once again | would like to remind you of my Internship Project. | am still looking for women over the age of 18 to join this ministry opportunity.  If you would
like to do home visits, or make phone calls, or send cards to our homebound members please see me and I will include you in the information. 1 will be setting up
our first megting in the beginning of February.

Blessings and peace,

Vicar Stephanie

CEPR TN Ly /YD
\‘.’J & ﬁ‘v ‘S
X

-y




COUNCIL NOTES

At the December meeting, Church Council was presented with a proposal to not

apply for a new intern for the 2010-2011 Academic year. Instead, it was

recommended to retain Vicar Stephanie Kershner for another year of service.

After discussion, the Council unanimously approved of that action. We look
forward to having Stephanie work with us for another year!

Planning, with the Property Committee and the Stewardship Committee regarding some “major”
repair and maintenance projects over an extended period of time occupied a great deal of
discussion. Both Committees plan to work further to provide the Congregation with valuable
information and expressions of support for these major expenses. The stained-glass windows are
the first priority, although there are other projects that need attention soon, as well. Information from
all those involved will be sent out soon!

Work Day on the 12" of December was a rousing success! We had over a dozen members busy
for over four hours cleaning and fixing around the building. A high-lift was procured and we were
able to “ rise to new heights” as we cleaned and replaced the light bulbs and spotlights over the altar
and in the nave—what a project! Council wishes to thank everyone who came out on that day to
help in our efforts.

The Automatic Defibrillator has been mounted near the elevator on the first floor. While certainly
not required, some familiarization sessions will soon be announced. May we never have to use it!

Council meetings often burn late oil, as reports of much activity are presented from each committee
representative. One of our blessings at St. Peter’s is that so very much is going on, and, for that, we
have our active congregation to thank. Committees are busy now preparing their Annual Reports so
that you can get a good snapshot of life at St. Peter’s.

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS - There are four vacancies on Church Council that need to
be filled for the 2010 Church Year. Keith Hokanson and John Lewis are seeking a Second
Term on Church Council. Seeking their first Term on Church Council are Jack Hanel, Robert
Hipp and Joseph Rauscher. Five people have stepped forward to accept a nomination to
serve on Church Council.

SCRIP PROGRAM: Whew! Before we all were standing in the midst of ribbons and holiday
wrappings, the SCRIP Program gave its gift to the Church Council at their December meeting --- a
check in the amount of $700.00 for the building fund. Thank you for your support, Karen and Meg.

Help both Laurel House and the church by purchasing Scrip Cards:

Grocery Store Gift Cards for transitional housing and counseling families.Costco Gift Cards so the
Shelter can purchase milk, eggs, fresh produce, etc. Also Wal-Mart and Target Gift Cards, CVS Gift
Cards and Gas Cards

REPORT FROM THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE

We have been blessed with a wonderful old facility that helps us fulfill our mission at St. Peters. However, there are parts of our old building that need some
attention.



The Property Committee, along with the Stewardship Committee have prioritized the needs of the repair work on our facility. Together we have determined that
repairs of the stained glass windows should be Ist on the list. The reason for this is that they are irreplaceable and repairs need to be made to enhance their
structural integrity. Individual window repair costs are currently being worked on o that we can pass this information along to you.

Additional projects that we have identified.  The property committee is working to get updated costs and more information will be forthcoming.

a) Organ Repair - Our organ needs to have old dried pipe leather replaced so it stops leaking air, and it will also restore ALL notes to functional status.

b) Exterior Walls - The exterior walls need re pointing; this is necessary to prevent leaks and to keep the stones securely in place. (this project was started years ago
and never completed-due to the cost)

¢) Steeple - Our steeple needs to have lower sections replaced as they are loose.

These are major repairs that will require the support of the congregation, because of their significant expense they have not been part of recent annual budgets.

Please prayerfully consider making a gift to help fund our significant repairs, so the ministry of
St. Peters at this historic facility can continue for years into the future.

SPY is sponsoring a HOAGIE SALE!!

Souper Bowl Sundax Hoagie Sale - Pick up February 7th
January 31st" - Orders and money are due
February 7th i after services in Fellowship Hall
Please indicate the number of individual hoagies below

Individual Hoagies (12 inch) - $7 each
- Italian

- Ham and Cheese

- Turkey

- Cheese

All hoagies will be made with just lettuce and tomato (no onions)
Condiments on the side (mayo & mustard)
Name:

Phone Amount Encl. $

Make checks

_ #IJJ Grades 61 12

YOUTH SUNDAY is right around the corner. We have two planning meetings scheduled.

Sunday January 17" at 5 pm. meet us in the kitchen for dinner. At 6 pm catechism class will begin
with Pastor Todd and the rest of us can brainstorm and eat cookies with Vicar Stephanie, (she
promised!).

Sunday March 7™ at 11am in the SPY room is the other planning day.

Saturday March 20" at 5 pm is Youth Sunday rehearsal & lock in

Sunday March 21°" at 8 am is Youth Sunday

BIBLE BUDDIES started in November. Special thanks to the youth who volunteer their time to get
to know the Sunday school children. Our next date is Sunday January 31°' after the children’s chat.




If you don’t have a buddy just come on down and we will find you someone. Other ways of keeping in
touch with your Buddy could be» *Saying hello to them every Sunday  *Spending time with your
buddy at church events

*Helping out at the Easter egg hunt *Attending the Sunday school picnic

*Volunteering at Vacation Bible School

SPY BAND is practicing hard playing Eric Clapton, Veggie Tales, Weird Al and Nichelback.

Join us in the chapel every Tuesday night at 7:30 pm.

JACK FROST SKI TRIP is scheduled for February 27"; we’ll meet in the parking lot of the
church at 8 am and ski or tube all day, group rates available if we have 10 or more people going.

SEPA SYNOD’S SOUTH DAKOTA SERVANT TRIP iS July 1°' 2010. We have two youth

signed up for this wonderful adventure to the Rose Bud Indian Reservation. Please keep Kelly
Owens & Corey O’Brien in your prayers as they prepare for this trip.

Dear St. Peter’s Family,
Many thanks for the tray of cookies and The Story of the Poinsetta.  We
appreciate it very much. It is nice to be remembered. Barbara Wirsing & Will Heitz

Dear Friends at St. Peter’s, - What a pleasant surprise! Not only did the sun shine on Sunday, but
then the beautiful tray of cookies arrived. Really made my day! | will enjoy every one of them.
Thank you for your thoughtfulness. Sincerely, Dottie green

To the friends at St. Peter’s, - Thank you so very much for the beautiful and tasty goodies! You are
one great bunch to make these beautiful trays, which are appreciated. Again, thank you! The story
of the poinsettia was much appreciated. May you all have a blessed Christmas Season. Sincerely,
Dottie Feigel

Dear St. Peter’'s Church, - What a nice surprise when then memebrs gave me a supply of nice
cookies— | was tempted to eat them all, but was afraid | might get sick. Thanks so much. | cannot
rye’so @e to write and not do it personally. | wish all of you a nice holiday. Art Knowles

ar

to all my friends at St. Peter’s for the kind remembrances of cards, goodie packages and
Vigitg. ishing you a blessed Christmas! Claire Thielemann

SEPA SYNOD SENIOR YOUTH GATHERING

| AM THE EXAMPLE

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but et an example for the believers in speech, in lite, in love, in faith and in purity. 1 Timothy 4.2

Voo AY T s, S L x X ¢ X6 riday Febfuary 19th 1 Sundiy the 21” at the Crown PlazainKingoh . X ° ¥
Prussia Itis open to youth grades 9-12. Registration opens December 1%, 2009 and the cost is $110.00 if you register before January 26", Scholarship applications &
information are available at www.sepayouth.org.

The cost of the gathering includes housing, program expenses including games, music, service opportunities & fellowship & lunch on Saturday. Please note that
breakfast & Saturday dinner are on your own. Congregations can bring breakfast items and have dinner on Saturday night at the King of Prussia mall.



CONTACT SEPA Synod Office, 7241 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia PA 19119Youth Ministry Specialist: Molly Beck Dean, 267.323.3762,
mbeck@sepa.orgYouth Ministry Assistant: Jessica McAlister, 267.323.3757, jmcalister@sepa.org

The Senior High Youth Gathering is open to 9-12 graders and their adult leaders.

The cost of the gathering is $110 Early-bird registration if you register before Jan. 26, 2010.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY
American Red Cross Blood Drive

At St. Peter’'s on January 30, 2010 from 8:00am - 2:00pm

On Going Ministries
Blood Pressure Screening Social Ministry is hosting blood pressure screening
the 1% Sunday of each month immediately following both worship services.
Col l ecti on o falsdikAawp as Tabg) rthe Philadelphia Ronald McDonald
House®
Canned and Dry Food Collection to benefit our local food pantry located in Conshohocken at
the Colonial Neighborhood Council.

Completed Ministries
Yoplait Yogurt Lids — St Peter’s submitted 135 breast cancer pink lids from Yoplait Yogurt. The
local Susan G. Komen for the Cure will receive a donation from Yoplait Yogurt for $13.50.

YOUNG FAMILY GROUP (YFG) NEWS

THANK YOU! TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED A GIANT STUFFED ANIMALS FOR
SILVER SPRINGS: Because of you, a child woke up on Christmas Day to find a very special
present. Thank you for being a friend by giving a friend to a child. God bless you all!

UPCOMING SILVER SPRINGS PARTIES

January 17" & February 21 2:00-4:00

Please join us in bringing fun and friendship to the kids! Contact Sarah Cohen or
Debbie Graham for more information

D

SILVER SPRINGS
ARTIN LUTICER Scil

SAVE THE DATE: YFG GOES BOWLING! January 24" Meet at 12:30 at Facenda
Whitaker Lanes in East Norriton.

LE_IUI‘CIE% VALENTINE’S FOR LAUREL HOUSE: To celebrate this holiday of love and
HOUSé friendship, we are joining the Nursery School to help the Moms and Kids of Laurel
Vorking to i House. Please consider donating any of these items: (Leave them in the bin in the

Fellowship Hall or Chapel)

Diapers — Sizes 4 and 5 only
Pull Ups — all Sizes
Diaper Wipes

Women’s PJs (new) — Sizes 2X, 3X, 4X only




Journals (“Diary” type for women in Shelter)
Ball Point Pens, Blue and Black

Gift Certificates for books from Borders, Barnes and Noble or Amazon

Used to get specific books for women in the community counseling program.

Printer Cartridges — Black, HP21 and Color, HP22

Liquid Hand Soap, Hand Sanitizer, Lysol Wipes/Clorox Wipes, Cleaning supplies, Vacuum Cleaners
(and bags if needed), Dirt Devil, Trash Bags — kitchen size and outdoor (30+ gallon) size, Toilet
Paper (single ply/septic safe), and Paper Towels

w4 Thank you so much for helping to share the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with the Laurel
¢ House families.
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15 College Students Received Care Packages

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our college students care package. Parents started
receiving phone calls from their kids saying that they received a care packages from St Peter’s and
they were filled with snack food, hot chocolate, gift cards to coffee shops, notes from Pastor Todd,
Vicar Stephanie, President of Council — John Lewis, Social Ministry Committee, Communications
Committee, SPY and others. While the kids are home for winter break, make sure to take a moment
and ask them how they are doing in school. By asking this simple question, we are letting them
know that we miss them in weekly worship and we are interested in what they are doing.

Kristin Hyczko, Meghan Littlejohn & Nolan McMahon — Penn State
Chris Hipp & Lauren Daneke - East Stroudsburg  Travis Williams - York College

Paul Gordon, Bryan MacDonald & Chris Gera — Temple Justin Aloia - Bloomsburg University
Tyler Brown & Colin Brown — University of Pittsburgh Scott Thomas — Montgomery C. C.
College

Tara Gordon — Northeastern University Inge Leis — West Virginia University
Thanks again to everyone who made this special project a success!
Here are some of the responses we received back from the students.

Dear St. Peter’s,

Thank you so much for the package of treats and Christmas Cards | received, it was such a pleasant surprise, since | never receive
packages and it was an extremely thoughtful and kind gift. | think my friends were also really thankful because | brought the treat bags to the
library with me last night so they had something to enjoy too while stydying. I also knew I would not be able to eat all of those cookies (and I did
not want to get fat!), so | donated a small box of cookies & treats to the Morgantown Homeless Shelter, right down the street from one of my
classes. Ifigured the package made me smile and my day brighter, | would pay it forward and hopefully it would do the same for someone else.
But again, thank you so much, | LOVED the package and reading everyone’s cards, it really cheered me up!

Sincerely,

Inge Leis Merry Christmas! See you in church.

To Pastor Todd and St. Peter’s Congregation,



Thank you very much for the box of goodies! The extra snacks really helped me fight hunger and stay focused while studying for my finals.
Thanks Again!

Sincerely,

Bryan MacDonald

Dear Members of St. Peter’s,

I wanted to say thank you for the wonderful package that I received from the

church.  The food was much appreciated and the gift card to Dunkin’ Donuts has already

beenspent.  As many of you know, this time of year is very stressful for a college student.

Yet knowing that there is a group of people that support me truly means a lot.

Between writing papers and finishing up lesson plans I am having trouble finding time

to study ... who am I kidding, studying is the i{:}“ {:I R EGATID HJ&I.LIast thing on my mind - ha ha, just don’t tell my
mother.  She thinks all I do is strudy when M E ETI N G I'mnotinclass.  This small token is more

meaningful than anyone could ever know.  Iwill be back at church on the 20th of December and | am looking forward to seeing everyone.
Once again, thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules and thinking of us poor college students.

Many thanks and see you soon, Chris Hipp
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January 9" & 10™, 2010 1:00, 4:00 & 7:00 p.m.



