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PASTORôS CORNER 

 

    Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his 

mighty firmament!  Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him 

according to his surpassing greatness!  Praise him with trumpet 

sound; praise him with lute and harp!  Praise him with tambourine 

and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!  Praise him with 

clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!  Let 

everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

 

    These words from psalm 150 reminded me of the following article called, ñDancing with Godò 

 

     When I meditated on the word GUIDANCE, I was drawn to"dance" at the end of the word. I 

reflected upon how doing God's will is a lot like dancing. When two people try to lead, nothing feels 

right. The movement doesn't flow with the music, and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky. 

When one person realizes this and lets the other lead, both bodies begin to flow with the music. One 

gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back or by pressing lightly in one direction or another. 

It's as if two become one body, moving beautifully. The dance takes surrender, willingness, and 

attentiveness from one person and gentle guidance and skill from the other.  

 

      My eyes drew back to the word GUIDANCE. When I saw "G," I thought of God, followed by "u" 

and "i." "God, "u" and "i" dance". God, you, and I dance. This statement is what guidance means to 

me. As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust that I would get guidance about my life. Once 

again, I became willing to let God lead.  

 

      My prayer for you today is that God's blessings and mercies be upon you and your family on this 

day and everyday. May you abide in Him as He abide in you as you dance together with God, trusting 

Him to lead and to guide you through each season of your life.  

 

 In Peace, 

 

 

      The Rev. R. Bruce Todd 
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FROM THE VICARé 
 
 
Itôs February.  Waité  What?  Didnôt we just celebrate the birth of Christ?  Didnôt we 
just ring in 2010?  Didnôt we just spend a weekend together for Boarôs Head?  How 
is it February ALREADY?!   

 
Lent begins in a couple of weeks.  Waité  What?  Didnôt we just take down the Christmas 
decorations?  Didnôt we just change the altar linens from white to green?  How is it Lent ALREADY?! 
 
Every year it seems like the winter months that follow Christmas and New Yearôs go so slowly.  Itôs 
cold.  Itôs snowy, or rainy, or slushy.  It seems like the sun makes an appearance for only a few short 
hours a day ï if weôre lucky.  I often think, or even say, ñI canôt wait until spring.ò  Or, ñI canôt wait until 
summer.ò  Itôs hard not to wish these frigid, drab, dreary months away.   
 
However, these winter months help me focus on the meaning of the Lenten season.  Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday, February 17th, and lasts for forty days (not counting Sundays).  These forty days 
recall the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness where he was tempted by the devil:  
 
ñThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  He fasted for 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished.ò ï Matthew 4:1-2 
 
So what does this season mean for us?  It is a time of simplicity and preparation for the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter morning.  Often people give something up for Lent ï chocolate, 
soda, red meat ï but along with giving something up we should also take some moments in our day 
to reflect on ourselves and our relationship with God.  Over the next forty days, as we remain in our 
winter wilderness, I encourage you to take some to pray, to confess, to connect with God. 
 
A Lenten Prayer: Jesus, who knew temptation and hunger for our sake: free us from all 
covetousness, and wake us from indifference to evil.  For the life of the world, we pray.  Amen. 
 

 Blessings and peace during this season of Lent. 
 

 Vicar Stephanie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Wednesday Worship and Fellowship at Noon and 7:45 PM 
February 24th; March 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th  
On Wednesdays in Lent Vicar Stephanie will be leading a quiet worship service of word and prayer at 
noon and 7:45 PM.  The services will last about half an hour.  Following the noon service all are 
welcome to stay for lunch in the chapel.  If you are coming to the 7:45 service, you are welcome to 
have dinner with us in the chapel at 7:00.  If you are able to make soup for these meals please sign 
up in the chapel. 

 



SCRIP PROGRAM 
 
The Young Families Group and the Nursery School are pulling together to prepare a 
special Valentine's Day for the Moms and Kids of Laurel House.  One way to send a 
Valentine is by way of a SCRIP card.  The SCRIP card would enable the purchase of 

articles of clothing, books, writing materials, personal toiletries, household necessities, etc. by the 
Moms and Kids.  When you purchase a SCRIP card for this endeavor, the SCRIP Program will make 
sure your selection is given to the Young Families Group.  February 14th is very close.  Fill out an 
order form one Sunday and receive your cards the next Sunday.  Karen or Meg are in the Vestibule 
each Sunday. 
 
 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Colonial Meals on Wheels needs drivers and/or visitors to deliver meals on 
wheels to homebound clients in Conshohocken, Plymouth and Whitemarsh.  
Time involVed is between 10:30 - 12:00 noon (approx) once a week or as a back 
up.  Volunteers are sent our to homes in pairs.  For more information or if you 
would like to volunteer, call Susan Raimondo 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. Monday - Friday at 
610-825-4254. 

 
 
     
 
 
 

 
PONY EXPRESS RESULTS 

 The figures are all in and tallied up.  The ñPony Expressò campaign for the 2010 year was initiated in 
October under the leadership of Marty Bogdon and the Stewardship Committee.  441 Commitment 
Cards were distributed by teams to church members.  To date 51% have responded with the 
following results: 
 Commitment toward the General Offering $228,511.00 
 Commitment toward the Building Fund  $138.012.04 
 
From the 49% who have not made a commitment toward the 2010 budget, we will need $77,305.00 
on non-pledged offerings to meet the General Budget and $20,303.96 of non-pledge offerings toward 
the Building Fund to meet budget.  Thanks to all for your faithfulness in Stewardship.  
 
 

 
A BIG THANK YOU ! 

 

 From the Boar's Head Kitchen Crew to all of the workers and volunteers that 

provided food, desserts and help in the kitchen.  The "crew" served over 900 meals 

during the two days of the Boar's Head Pageant. 

 

       

 

 

 

 



 

    

St. Peterôs Youth grades 6-12 

 

 

Super Bowl Sunday Hoagie Sale February 7th  
SPY is sponsoring a HOAGIE SALE 
Did you forget to place your order? No problem weôll have extras on hand after services in Fellowship 
Hall.   
Thank you for your continuing support of our Youth - bound for South Dakota 
 
JACK FROST SKI TRIP is scheduled for February 27th;  
Weôll meet in the parking lot of the church at 8 am and ski or tube all day, group rates available if we 
have 15 or more people going. Everyone is welcomed on this trip. 
 
SPY BAND is practicing hard playing Eric Clapton, Veggie Tales, Weird Al and Nichelback. 
Join us in the chapel every Tuesday night at 7:30 pm. We need singers & drummers. 
 
Sunday February 21st from 5-8 pm SPY TIME  
Weôll have dinner, play games & faith sharing.   At 6 pm catechism class will begin with Pastor Todd 
and the rest of us can continue the fun. 
 
Sunday March 7th at 11 am SPY TIME also on in the SPY room, this is our last meeting for youth 
Sunday 
 
Saturday March 13th AMERICAN INDIAN MUSEUM TRIP with SEPA Synod, , all welcomed 
This trip was planned to prepare our youth for their trip to the Rose Bud Indian reservation this July. 
 
Saturday March 20th at 5 pm 
LOCK -IN & REHEARSAL - Have dinner, rehearse, play games & sleep in fellowship hall. 
Chaperones & kitchen help needed 
 
March 21st 8:30 & 10 am services 
YOUTH SUNDAY - We need kitchen helpers for our 9am brunch (the youth donate the food) 
 
Danielle OôBrien, Youth Director 
youth@stpeterslh.org 
Questions, comments & ideas are welcomed 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

         LIFE-SAVING TRAINING 
Communications Committee will be hosting AED (automated external 
defibrillator) awareness training on Sunday, February 21st and Monday, 
March 15th. Training is open to everyone in the congregation.  Please sign 
up in Muhlenberg Chapel.  The defibrillator is located next to the elevator on 
the upper level.  
 
 
                         
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
January 30, 2010 

8:00am - 2:00pm at St Peterôs 
 
 

   Social Ministry 

 
  
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 7th, 2010.  Please join us in Fellowship Hall 
after both services to enjoy a bowl of homemade soup.  After you enjoy the 
fellowship and a hot bowl of soup, consider purchasing a container of 
homemade soup to take home for later!  Money received will be used for Social 
Ministry programs and ELCA World Hunger.   
 
Canned soup will be collected in the barrels located in the Narthex for our local food pantry.   
 
St Peterôs Giving Tree - Thank you to everyone who participated in the giving tree program.  We 
delivered 120 gifts to 10 families in our local community.  The gifts were wrapped beautifully and our 
congregation gave generously.  Thank you for sharing!  
 
On Going Ministries 
 

Blood Pressure Screening Social Ministry is hosting blood pressure screening  
the 1st Sunday of each month immediately following both worship services. 

 
Collection of ñPop Topsò (also known as Tabs) for the Philadelphia Ronald McDonald 
House® 

 
Canned and Dry Food Collection to benefit our local food pantry located in Conshohocken at 
the Colonial Neighborhood Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

COUNCIL NOTES 
 
 
The January meeting of Council was, once again, a very busy session.  Many 
committee reports were received and discussed, and as always it was noted that 
St. Peterôs is a busy place, and that there is always something going on!  For 
example, the Work Day report was received, and several other social ministry and 

youth activities were reviewed.  
 
In preparation for the January 24 Annual Congregational Meeting,  the proposed budget for the 
coming year occupied a great deal of attention at the meeting.    We are still working hard to deal with 
challenges of revenue shortfalls because of declining giving and increasing expenses. The budget 
that will be presented at the Congregational Meeting represents hours of consideration that underlie 
our best recommendation to everyone.  Detailed information on some of the ñmajor projectsò that will 
need the attention of all of us such as the repair of the steeple, the stained glass windows, and the 
organ will also be presented.  Council is hoping to solicit your support as we move toward a long-
range plan to accomplish all of these needed repairs.   
 
Finally, as your President, I would like to thank everyone for your expressions of support this year.  
While we have not accomplished everything we wanted to, we have moved forward with several 
initiatives that could not have happened without detailed discussion and congregational support.  We 
will all need to work together in the months to come with the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we enter 
another year of fulfilling our mission of sharing the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with others!  John 
Lewis 
 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS - Five people have stepped forward to accept a nomination to 
serve on Church Council to fill four vacancies.  Keith Hokanson and John Lewis are seeking a second 
terms on Church Council.  Seeking their first term on Church Council are Jack Hanel, Robert Hipp 
and Joseph Rauscher. We thank them for their willingness to be nominated.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE - Administrative Assistant 
 
The position of administrative Assistant has become available at St. Peterôs.  The hours are Monday - 
Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.   Some of the duties would include producing the Sunday Bulletins, 
production of the monthly newsletter, maintaining the Parish Register, scheduling appointments, 
documenting contributions, generating monthly reports, writing payroll checks, some book-keeping 
duties, answering the telephone, greeting visitors, and general operations of the church office.  If you 
would like a full job description or officially apply for the position, please contact Buisness Manager 
Hall Schwartz and the church office.  
 

 



RELIEF FOR HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS  
Lutheran World Relief  
 

All of the money donated to LWR goes directly to the victims.  (Sometimes when you 

donate to disaster relief organizations only a percentage of your donation goes directly 

to the people who need it most.)  You can donate online, in Sundayôs Offering Plate, or 

send a donation in to their headquarters.  If you donate online be sure to use the drop 

down menu to designate your gift.   Their  website is: http://www.lwr.org/ 
 

 To all members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

 For years we have been having fund raisers where Thrivent Financial has matched 
a portion of the money we made on these functions. Last year we received 
$1,400.00 from them and we placed it in our building fund. This is being 
discontinued.  
 
      Starting in 2010 each member will receive a voucher which you may donate to 
any charity of your choice. We ask you to please consider donating this to St. 

Peter's building fund when you receive it. 
       Also, if you have ever donated money to a Lutheran charity or college and had this matched by 
Thrivent Financial, this also will be discontinued.  
    Your Thrivent Coordinator 

Betty Rotenbury 
 
 
 

YOUNG FAMILY GROUP (YFG) NEWS 

 
Mother Nature declared, ñThe SNOW must go onéò  Therefore, the SHOW did 
not.  Unfortunately, our Christmas Pageant was postponed to the following Sunday 
of December 27th.  My apologies to the children who could not be in the re-scheduled 
Pageant because of other obligations.  You were VERY missed!  Hopefully you will 
be in the Pageant next year. 
 
Big hugs to my Assistant Directors, Kelly & Kristen Owens and their mom, 

Joanne Owens.  Pastor Todd for his musical direction, Maddy Griffin for her beautiful piano playing 
and helping my lone stage hand, Alex Gera.  Libby Griffin for ALWAYS helping with ñwhatever you 
need,ò and my Tech Angels Scott Culp & Kyle McGarry.  Special thanks to Kelly Graham for the 
beautiful bulletin cover she drew.  Thank you to all the parents who practiced with their kids, helped 
with rehearsal and were so understanding about the new Pageant date.  Thanks to all of the 
understudies! Katie Culp for stepping-in at the very-last-minute as Mary, Nathaniel and Zane 
Reichley, Nicholas Rowland (and Petra!), Tommy Pezzano, Lucia Santaniello and Nicole Wargo for 
being total lifesavers!  Most of alléthank you to all of the children and youth who worked so 
hard to make the rehearsals so much fun and the Pageant so beautiful!  You gave the 
congregation such a special Christmas gift.  God was certainly smiling down upon St. Peterôs as we 
celebrated the birth of His son.   
 
Finally, to the people who never get enough thanks from meémy family.  Andrew who created 
all of the special effects, my angel Gemma for always being a big help and Sammy for putting up with 
Mommy schlepping him everywhere.  I love you! 
YOUNG FAMILY GROUP NEWS (continued...) 
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UPCOMING SILVER SPRINGS PARTIES   
February 21  2:00-4:00 (Friendship Theme) 
March 21st 2:00-4:00 (Spring Theme) 
Please consider donating snacks, juice boxes or other items to help us with 
these monthly parties.  Sign-up sheets are in the ñCommunication Stationò in 
the Fellowship Hall.   

 
 

FEBRUARY 7th:  Making Valentineôs and Treat Bags for the Moms and 
Kids at Laurel House.  Please join us in the Fellowship Hall on February 7th 
for Souper Bowl Sunday.  Weôll enjoy some fellowship together while eating 
soup and making cards for our friends at Laurel House.  Please bring a bag or 
two of candy for the treat bags.  Thank you! 
 

 
 
BE A SWEETHEART FOR LAUREL HOUSE:  To celebrate this holiday of love and 
friendship, we are joining the Nursery School to help the Moms and Kids of Laurel 
House.  Please consider taking a tag from the Giving Tree in the Fellowship Hall to 
donate basic items such as paper towels, diapers, toilet paper, pens and pajamas. 

 
Help BOTH Laurel House and the church by purchasing Scrip Cards: 
Grocery Store Gift Cards for transitional housing and counseling families. 
Costco Gift Cards so the Shelter can purchase milk, eggs, fresh produce, etc. 
Wal-Mart and Target Gift Cards 
CVS Gift Cards 
Gas Cards 

  
Thank you so much for helping to share the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with 
the Laurel House families. 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD:  Easter Egg Hunt Prep on March 21st and Easter Egg Hunt 
on March 28th!  Please consider donating candy, small trinkets and larger prizes 
for the Annual Egg Hunt.   Collection Bins will be outside of the Chapel.  
THANK YOU! 
 
Please contact Sarah Cohen if you have any questions or would like to be added to the  
YFG e-newsletter: sarahlcohen@comcast.net. 
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         NEW WOMENôS MINISTRY GROUP 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Care for St. Peterôs Caregivers 
Wednesday, February 10th, 7:00 PM 

 
This will be the first meeting for the womenôs ministry group Vicar Stephanie is beginning.  We will 
meet for tea and sweets in the chapel.  During this meeting we will discuss ways in which we can 
minister to members who are homebound and to each other as caregivers.  Vicar Stephanie will 
provide prayers, blessings, and other helpful hints to help you prepare for this new and exciting 
ministry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 À  À  À  À  À  À                 À 
 
 

TERRORISM IN THE CHURCH - - -  
 
Latest news reports are that five terrorist cell groups have been operating in many of our churches. 
They have been identified as: Bin Sleepin, Bin Arguin, Bin Fightin, Bin Complainin, and Bin Missin.  

Their leader, Lucifer Bin Workin, trained these groups to destroy the Body of Christ. The plan 
is to come into the church disguised as Christians and to work within the church to discourage, 
disrupt, and destroy.  

However, there have been reports of a sixth group. A tiny cell known by the name Bin Prayin is 
actually the only effective counter terrorism force in the church. Unlike other terrorist cells, the 
Bin Prayin team does not blend in with whoever and whatever comes along.  

Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift and encourage the Body of Christ. We have 
noticed that the Bin Prayin cell group has different characteristics than the others. They have 
Bin Watchin, Bin Waitin, Bin Fastin, and Bin Longin for their Master, Jesus Christ to return.  



 

NO CHURCH IS EXEMPT!  

(However, you can spot them if you bin lookin and bin goin.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SKI OUTING - YOUTH & ADULTS 
Saturday - February 27, 2010 

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
EVERYONE is invited to join us for a day on the Slopes.  If you have your own equipment, we 
can get you a discounted ticket.  If itôs your first time, we can get you equipment, lift ticket and 
a lesson for a cheaper rate than if you went on your own.  PLUS you get to ski with some of 
your friends from church.  Weôve even seen Pastor Todd zipping down the diamond slopes.  
We will be skiing at the Jack Frost Ski Area in the Poconos.  You can pack a lunch or purchase 
food at their cafeteria.  There are lockers available for storing your personal items.  If you are 
interested in joining us, fill out the following form and turn it in WITH a Check made out to St. 
Peterôs (note - ski trip) and give it to Danielle OôBrien or Pastor Todd.   
 

-   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

SKI TRIP REGISTRATION FORM 
(fill out a separate form for each person) 

Include payment with form 
 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________ e-mail: ___________________________ 
 
 
____ Adult Lift Ticket     $35 ( over 18)    _____ 
 
____ Youth Lift Ticket   $28 (ages 7 - 18)    _____ 
 
Rental:  ____ Skis  ____ Board  $20    _____ 
 
Lift Ticket, Rental & Lesson - all ages  $60    _____ 
 

Total amount:
 _____ 



 

 
 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

         FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1ST  Jack Hanel Jr.    15th  Michael Gould 
 2nd  Hildegard Bashey    16th  Joann Kirshenmann 
  Ingrid Gould      Andrew Kinka 
  Jessie McGoldrick    17th  Harry Stringer 
  Gabrielle Santaniello    Jackson Guzik 
  Jacob Kelly     18th  Jennifer McClarren 
 4th  Cate Lownes     19th  Nancy Bogdon 
  Emily Huber     20th  Hank Guldner 
 5th  Rich Lownes Jr.     Kathy Reed 
  Kayla Kirshenmann     Lee Brandt 
 6th  Becky Molotsky     Bryn Frankhouser 
  Emily Gordon    21st  Joel Leonardo 
  Tyler Polowczuk     Daniel Long 
 7th  Libby Griffin     22nd  Barbara Stringer 
 8th  Chris Lavanchy     Walt Delaney 
  Kimberly Dutill     Lynn McCarthy 
  Grant Guzik     23rd  Put Nordblum 
 10th  Yvonne McPeak     Kristen Guzik 
 11th  Winnie McMaster     Scott Sweeney 
  Greg Barr     24th  Steve Brown 
 13th  Harry Feigel Jr.     John Roehm 
  Michelle Hinshaw     John Runyen 
 14th  Marilynn Read    25th  Amy Pezzano 
  Shirley Kiefer     26th  Dave Kirshenmann 
  Marc Miller      Shelby Wildgust 
  Teagan Bisbing    27th  Carol Graney 
  Kate McMahon 
  Travis Williams 
 
 
 

 BAPTISMS        ENTERED ETERNAL 
                LIFE 
Jan 31, 2010  
  Claire Hofmann Reed        Jan 14, 2010 
  Connor Dougherty Reed            Ruth Elizabeth Newman 

 


