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PASTOROGS CORNER

By now most of you should have received the letter announcing my Sabbatical

leave from July 19" - Oct. 19™. Although | included with that letter, the guidelines

for taking a Sabbatical as well as my goals for that period, many still may not
understand where the concept of taking a
Biblical. Wikipedia is often a good source for this type of information. They give us

the following:

Sabbatical or a sabbatical (from Latin sabbaticus, from Greek sabbatikos, from Hebrew
Shabbat, i.e., Sabbath, literally a "ceasing") is a rest from work, or a hiatus, often lasting from
two months to a year. The concept of sabbatical has a source in shmita, described several
places in the Bible (Leviticus 25, for example, where there is a commandment to desist from
working the fields in the seventh year). In the strict sense, therefore, sabbatical lasts a year.

The foundational Bible passage for sabbatical concepts is Genesis 2:2-3, in which God rested
(literally, "ceased" from his labor) after creating the universe, and it is applied to people (Jew
and Gentile, slave and free) and even to beasts of burden in one of the Ten Commandments
(Exodus 20:8-11, reaffirmed in Deuteronomy 5:12-15).

| 6ve come to realize that God knew wh&yearhssanwas t
ordained pastor, | could have been taking my fourth sabbatical by now. (4 times 7 = 28) For various
reasons throughout my ministry, this was not possible. However, at this point | feel it is necessary to
have this time to recharge, and we have some exc
month absence a possibility without having a detrimental impact upon the congregation.

| thank the Mutual Ministry Committee and Church Council for their efforts in making this happen, as
well as the support of the congregation in having this possibilitybec ome a real i ty. Wh
will still send in Newsletter articles describing my adventures, some of which include spending time in
a monastery in Ireland. But we still have four months together and a lot of ministry to do before then.

In His Service,

The Rev. R. Bruce Todd


http://www.stpeterslh.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shabbat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Sabbath
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shmita
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Leviticus&verse=25&src=!
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Genesis&verse=2:2-3&src=!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Exodus&verse=20:8-11&src=!
http://bibref.hebtools.com/?book=%20Deuteronomy&verse=5:12-15&src=!

FROM VICAR STEPHANIE KERSHNER

The Crucifixion

At the cry of the first bird
They began to crucify Thee, O Swan!
Never shall lament cease because of that.
It was like the parting of day from night.
Ah, Sore was the suffering borne
By the body of Mary's Son
But sorer still to Him was the grief
Which for His sake
Came upon His Mother

This song was composed by Samuel Barber in 1953. The words and the notes are haunting and unsettling.
When you listen to it, you can feel the suffering and uneasiness deep within your being. This song plays in my
mind every Good Friday.

When | was young | despised going to Good Friday services. They always made me so sad. | couldn't
understand why anyone would want to kill Jesus; especially in such an awful way. | would sit in the darkened
church with my family, staring at the bare altar, listening to the solemnity of the words of Psalm 22. | would
jump whenever Pastor Larry, my pastor in Ohio, would close the large Bible he was reading from, pause in
silence, and then slam the Bible against the lectern, creating a sound like a crack of thunder in the small
sanctuary, signifying the closing of the tomb. However, now that | understand what it meant for Jesus to be
nailed to the cross, | welcome Good Friday. | would even say that it is my second most favorite worship
service of the year. (Easter Vigil is my FAVORITE service of the year. If you've never been to one you should
definitely try to attend one at some point in your life.)

I have a friend who is a pastor out in California. One year for Good Friday he brought in colorful scraps of
fabric cut into squares and each person received a square along with their bulletin when they entered the
church. During his sermon he asked the parishioners to write whatever burden was weighing on their hearts
on the piece of fabric with a permanent marker. Then, they were invited up to the large wooden cross that
stood in the middle of the chancel for Good Friday services. When they got up to the wooden cross they could
take a hammer and nail and nail their burden to the cross. At the end of the service, the cross was covered in
colorful scraps of fabric that said things like "unemployed,” "cancer," "broken relationships."

When the parishioners came to worship on Easter morning the wooden cross was still standing in middle of the
chancel. But all of the scraps of fabric were no longer tattered and frayed. The pastor had taken each of the
squares and formed them into flowers.

When | asked him how the congregation reacted to this experience he said that for many of them it was very
cathartic. The physical action of nailing their burden to the cross was almost like handing it to Jesus and
saying "Here, take this pain away from me. Transform me."

| pray that you join us on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Morning. Come and hear
Jesus' journey to the cross and his glorious resurrection. Come and nail your burdens to the cross. Ask Jesus
to take the pain. Be transformed.

Easter blessings,
Vicar Stephanie



Council Notes

Your Council met on Tuesday, March 9 and received reports from all of
the standing committees that represent the core of the work that makes St.
Peterds able to fulfild]l its mission.
significant events, projects and initiatives through reports on committee
activities. These committees are Communications, SPY, Stewardship,
Property, Music and Worship, Mutual Ministry, Social Ministry, Evangelism,
Christian Education, Young Families, Interior Design and our newest team, the Cemetery Committee.
Each of the committees has a Council Representative who interfaces with the group and assists in
any way the can. Reports on committee activities are presented each month by the Council
Representative and are recorded as part of the minutes for each meeting. One thing for certaind
there is always a LOT going on at St. Peter 6s!

One highlight of the March meeting was the report from the Property Committee, both
represented by Committee Chair, Sean McManus.
the continuing list of repair priorities that we must face sooner than later. On the top of the list are
repairs to the steeple that address a structural problem that will only get worse with time if we do not
act soon. The Property Committee is in the process of getting bids from professionals who can help
with this project. The challenging nature of this project requires that we go outside for assistance.
We will be getting back to everyone to let you the progress of this important effort. Other major
concerns involve the stained glass windows, the
and the Property Committee are developing a workable plan for this important maintenance. Working
with the Stewardship Committee, we will have a brochure out soon that details the repair needs for
the windowsd stay tuned!

Finally, our next Service Day will be May 158 this day is a time to clean up, paint up and fix
up and, as well, for committees to meet and plan their activities. So, mark your calendar now and
plan to join us on May 15 from (at least) 9 a.m. to Noon. More information later as the time draws
near. Have a special talent for repair or fix-upd or a special idea or need that you see in the Church
every Sunday? Share your willingness to help with Sean McManus or John Lewis; we would
welcome hearing of your interest. Our congregation is blessed with talent in so many ways, and we
always need your help!



College Students Care Packages

7

€. .just in time for

One of the goals of the Communications Committeeistokee p our young adults cdénnnec
December, our first attempt in reaching out to our college students was a HUGE SUCCESS!

Fifteen care packages were shipped to eight universities right before final exams. Pastor Todd received thank
younotes from some of the kids; parents shared their |
to the kids and |l etting them know that their family
exams.

We would like to continue with this outreach program and ship care packages to the kids by April 26" which is
the week before their spring finals.

The congregation was responsible for making this program such a huge success by donating goodies, gift

cards, packing material and money to cover the shipping cost. Thank you for your past support and please
consider helping us keep connected with these young 1
the hallway leading into Muhlenberg Chapel from April 5™ through April 25". We are looking for the following

types of donations:

Baked goods that will ship well, such as cookies, snack bars etc. Please bring these items in on Sunday
April 25th. We will divide them up between all the kids.

Gift cards to Panera Breads, Dunkin Donuts, Wal-Mart and Starbucks. Gift cards can be purchased through
the scrip program. See Karen Lorence and/or Meg Huber for details.

Small snack packs that are prepackaged and would hit the spot during finals. Items such as popcorn,
pretzels, chips, sweet treats, pop tarts, cheese crackers, etc.

Notes, letting them know that we are thinking and praying for them during these stressful times. Remind them
that they are not alone and that there are people who care and are here for them when they return from
school. Let them know the congregation that they belong to is truly the Body of Christ, strong and vibrant in
sharing the life, love and Jesus Christ with them, and others.



I f you know any St Pet er 0 ®tokrmmvWwecae pleade suthmitrthie ®llowmingo wo u |
information to office.

Students Name:

(check if the University Name is part of the address
University Name
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Parent 66s Name
Phone Number:

SOCIAL MINISTRY i WHAT WE DO

The Soci al Ministry Committeeds mission inmuntg,o pr
and the world at large, as part of our mission to share the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with

others. This recap of 2009 activities and projects exemplifies the wide range of people and programs

that benefit from the activities of the Social Ministry Committee. In 2009, Social Ministry supported
organizations such as Colonial Neighborhood Council, Artman Lutheran Home, Ronald McDonald

House, Philabundance, Silver Springs/Martin Luther School, Philadelphia Red Cross, Soles4Souls,

ELCA World Hunger, Laurel House and US Military personnel deployed overseas.

In January we sponsored a Red Cross blood drive. In February. Social Ministry participated in
Souper Bowl Sunday by selling homemade soup, collecting canned soup and soup pot cash
collections. Cash donation of $46 went to ELCA World Hunger; canned soup when to the food pantry
at the Colonial Neighborhood Council and proceeds from the homemade soup sale went towards the
youth who went to New Orleans for the National Youth Gathering which focused on servant life.

During the Lenten Season, t he congregation donated $1,012 for
Proceeds went to Silver Springs summer camp program, where children are given the opportunity to
attend summer camps which specializes in their specific needs.

Maybr ought wus to the collection of $106 for HABaby
June was the collection of AT&T phone cards for our military personnel which were deployed in Iraq

as well as a Red Cross blood drive. July, the focus was on a food drive for our local food pantry at

the Colonial Neighborhood Council. August was the backpack and school supply program, were we
partnered with Quaker Chemical and delivered 57 backpacks to the Colonial Neighborhood Council

which distributed them to children in need.

In September we collect over 250 pairs of shoes for Soles4Souls which distributes them domestically

as well as internationally. Octoberbr ought us to fAOperation Warm Coa
boxes of warm clothing which was delivered to the Colonial Neighborhood Council to be distributed to
people in need. November was our Autumn Giving program, where we collected Thanksgiving

fixings. This year we delivered approximately 40 bags of dry goods to Colonial Neighborhood Council

which in turn distributed to local families in need. Personal items and candy where collected for

AnShoe Nighto at the Artman Lut heran Home. On th
their door. e&88hbel Nighei EI 8hoe with Detemleewewr app



adopted 10 families and supplied them with 129 Christmas gifts to local families who needed a little
extra help this year. We also collected 135 pink breast cancer lids from Yoplait yogurt. Donation was
then sent to the local Susan G Komen for the Cure from the Yoplait Company.

Ronald McDonald tab collection is an ongoing ministry which helps offsets the cost for families to stay
close to their sick children who are in the hospital here in Philadelphia.

The Social Ministry Committee wishes to expand its outreach efforts each year. Please consider
joining us in 2010.

St . Peterds YXWuth grades 6

THANK YOU to all the hoagies lovers for their orders & to the folks who made hoagie deliveries.
SPECI AL THANK YOU to Winniebds LeBus Manayunk Res
& Amorosobs Bakery for donating the hoagie suppl

SPY BAND is still open to all & practicing every Tuesday night at 7:30 pm.

GOOD FRIDAY CRUCIFIXION DRAMA Friday April 2" at 5 pm
Sign up today to participate in this powerful &
well as adults to help in the kitchen for our pot luck dinner after rehearsal.

SPY KID-SITTING Friday April 16" 5-9 pm
Youthgrades6-12 enj oy a fun night with the |little ones.
The cost is $5 per child/per hour. Sign up today! No diapers please.

SOUTH DAKOTA SUNDAY April 18™ 8:30 & 10am services
Corey, Kelly & 1 would like to tell you all about our upcoming trip to the Rose Bud Indian reservation.
We are now accepting donation of supplies to be ship directly to the reservation. See flyer for details.

SPY TIME/CATECHISM DINNER Sunday April 18" 5-8 pm
Dinner in the kitchen, games, catechism at 6 pm, faith sharing & MORE!
We are stildl accepting ASocks for Shelterso. Pl e

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE PHILLIES Tuesday May 4™ is the deadline for tickets! Attention all phans of the
phighting Phils! Lutheran night at the Phillies is scheduled for Friday night, June 4, at 7:05 when the two-time
NL champs take the field against San Diego. A portion of the cost of each ticket will be donated to support
Synod youth ministries. See flyer.

Coming soon: SCAVENGER HUNT, KID-SITTING, SPY BAND PLAYS MUSIC ON CONFIRMATION
& MUCH MUCH MORE

Questions, comments & ideas are wel comed, Danielle O6Brien



THANK YOU
We want to thank ttheer 6fisFor ifeonrd st hoef bSeta.utHef ul tray ¢
appreciate your thoughtfulness. Joe & Floss Spare

COMMUNITY ELDERS
The Community Elders, who meet the 3" Wednesday of the month at 11:45 a.m.,
wish to invite anyone who would like to hear familiar tunes to their April 21%' Meeting.
You are welcome to join us at 11:45 a.m. by bringing a brown bag lunch. We provide
the desserts. If you chose to join us just for the program, arrive at 1:00 p.m. The
April program will be performedbyt he A Mont co Senior Concert
direction of Joy Keener. We hope to see you on the 21%. Joe Spare i President

CONCERT SERIES
Vicar Stephanie Kirshner will be performing songs from various genres and ethnic
backgrounds. She has her undergraduate degree in voice performance. She will be
accompanied by Pastor Todd who will also be presenting some organ solos during the
concert. Please join us for this, the final event in the 2009 i 2010 Fine Arts Services.

Just to give -thelatseodmei mfSarvmat i on. We have eac
have AThe Singing Boy of Pennsylvaniao givVv cCo
on Sunday afternoon, November 7".  You can learn more about them by checking their
website at: http://www.singingboys.org

PREPARING FOR THE LIFE TO COME

Many people are under the impression that our cemetery is all filled
up. Thatis not the case; there are still over 300 gravesites available if
you would like to have your final resting place in your Church yard. For
/ | more information, contact the Business Manager.
SN (=(aet I Al so, have you remembered St . Pet e

did. We received notice that St. Pet
will be receiving a gift when the estate is settled. What a great way to be remembered and to
continue witnessing to your faith. Ha v gounestaie? ¢ 0 n

SECOND 1°' COMMUNION CLASS
It seems that many of the young people eligible for First
Communion will be away when the regular class is presented. The
Pastor and Vicar are offering a second opportunity on Sunday \-
3%y e
~e (1]


http://www.singingboys.org/

afternoon, May 16™ from 4:00 i 6:00 p.m. They will then commune for the first time on Pentecost
Sunday, May 23", which is also the day of Confirmation. If you would like to register your child for
this class, please call the church office or e-mail Vicar Stephanie at stephaniekershner@yahoo.com
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SUNDAYS IN APRIL

April 4™ Easter Sunday i 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 Worship Services
April 11™ Second Sunday of Easter - Coffee Hour Hosted by Thrivent for Lutherans
April 18" Thursday Sunday of Easter i South Dakota Mission Trip information

Baptismal Luncheon for Harry Richard Feigel IV T
Everyone is invited!
April 25" Fourth Sunday of
Church!

Easter / Nursery School Sunday i Party after

YOUNG FAMILY GROUP NEWS

ST. PETEROS ANNUAL EASTER EC(

Sunday, March 28™ after the 10:00 a.m. service
Weather permitting, the hunt will be held on the front lawn.

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments and a surprise visit from a special guest!

Remember your Easter baskets!

BOOK SWAP SHOP!

;‘::;_‘ April 11" After the 10a.m. Service
— Wondering what to do with books your children have outgrown?
— Those fAbeach booksd you read | ast
§ Bring them to church before April 11"

Leave them in the storage space behind the SPY Room.
Thenon April11™af ter the 10am Serviceé
Enjoy the lovely coffee hour provided by Thrivent Financial.
Then come downstairs to the Fellowship Hall to the Book Swap Shop!
Take as many books as you brought (honor system).
Leftover books will be donated to Silver Springs and Laurel House.

aurel £ COMING UP:
LHOUEC:( Sunday, May 2nd after both services
Wo,,@,,],,of,,§ Our 4th annual Muffins for Moms Bake Sale to benefit Laurel House.

Domestic Violence

The sale will be held before and after both services.
All money raised will be used to purchase Scrip cards for Laurel House.


mailto:stephaniekershner@yahoo.com

Please consider purchasing a Scrip card for the families of Laurel House. The cards will be used to
purchase basic supplies to help families with their brave step into a better, healthier, happier life. Help a
Mom cel ebrate Motherdéds Day by hel pi ng hmeart, T&getoe t h

Giant gift card. Thank you!
" M -
i

g SILVER SPRINGS PARTY
April 18th 2:00-4:00 (Nature Theme)
Please consider donating snacks or other items to help us continue this ministry.
Or join us to help at a monthly party.
Sign-up sheets are outside of the Chapel.

Upcoming Wednesday Adult Study
Faith in Film

fPray the Devil Back to Hell chronicles the remarkable
story of the courageous Liberian women who came
together to end a bloody civil war and bring peace to
their shattered country.

Thousands of women i ordinary mothers, grandmothers,
aunts and daughters, both Christian and Muslim i came
together to pray for peace and then staged a silent
protest outside of the Presidential Palace. Armed only
with white T-shirts and the courage of their convictions,
they took on the warlords and nonviolently forced a
resolution during the stalled peace talks.

A story of sacrifice, unity and transcendence, Pray the
and 7:00 PM Devil Back to Hell honors the strength and perseverance
Running Time: 72 minutes of the women c_)f_leerla. Ins_plrlng, l_Jleftlng, and most of
Discussion: April 14", Noon all motivating, it is a compelling testimony of how

and 7:30 PM grassroots activism can alter the historyofnat i o n s ¢

Viewing: April 7", Noon

ACan the | ove between two
abomination? Is the chasm separating gays and
lesbians and Christianity too wide to cross? Is the Bible
an excuse to hate?

Through the experience of five very normal, very
Christian, very American families 7 including those of
former House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt and
Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson i we discover how
insightful people of faith handle the realization of having
a gay child. Informed by such respected voices as

Bi shop Desmond Tut u, Har va
Orthodox Rabbi Steve Greenberg and Reverend Jimmy
Creech, For The Bible Tells Me So offers healing, clarity
and understanding to anyone caught in the crosshairs of
scripture and sexual i dent

for the BIBLE

tells me so




Viewing: April 21%, Noon and 7:00 PM RunningTime: 98 minutes

Discussion: April 28", Noon and 7:30 PM



