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PASTOR’S CORNER

      My summer vacation took me to the west coast to visit California.  I started out in San Diego.  On Saturday morning I stopped by the Concierge Desk to find out where the nearest Lutheran Church was located.  It was eleven blocks north of the hotel. So on Sunday morning I enjoyed a leisurely stroll up 3rd Street in San Diego until I arrived at Evans Avenue where First Lutheran Church is located.  It is a relatively modern building located right on the corner.  From both sides of the corner there are three steps going down into a courtyard leading to the church. It is a nicely landscaped area where they often have their coffee hour and other outdoor events.  

      As I entered, I was warmly greeted by several people and received an all-inclusive bulletin.  As I read their announcements I saw the heading “Homeless People Sleeping in Courtyard”.  I expected to read about how they were going to construct a fence or ask the police to patrol to keep these people out.  Instead, I read about how they were asking for donations of $25 to purchase sleeping bags for the homeless people who sleep in their courtyard.  What a nice surprise.  I go by many churches who have erected iron gates at their entrances or fences around their yards to keep the homeless people out.  Here was a church welcoming them IN!  They have also organized a Hospice Program for assist the homeless who have a terminal illness.  When a homeless person dies, they provide a place for burial in their Columbarium  - for FREE!  Now THAT’S Ministry.  Welcoming in those whom many keep out.

      I like to think that here at St. Peter’s we share the same philosophy that they have at 1st Lutheran in San Diego.  Our Welcome Statement has the line, “...we welcome all people regardless of characteristics which might cause exclusion or discrimination outside of St. Peter’s.”  Sometimes this presents a challenge, and not everyone is comfortable doing this, but that is what God calls us to do.  

      For the past eight years we have been a “Reconciling in Christ” Congregation.  That simply means we welcome people of all sexual orientations along with their partners and families.  At the past E.L.C.A. National Assembly they took action to welcome, and even ordain, persons of same-sex committed, life-long relationships.  Our National Church has finally caught up with us here at St. Peter’s.  They are now willing to do what we have been doing all along.  It is because of congregations such as ours, who have shown that you can be open and welcoming and still thrive in ministry, that the Church has finally taken the step to move in this direction.  Let us continue to be bold in our mission to share the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with others.


Faithfully Yours,


The Rev. R. Bruce Todd

Stewardship Notes:
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The Stewardship Committee is hard at work planning events for the coming fall and spring!  Among these is the coordination of the yearly church calendar.  Committee Chairs have been asked to meet on September 20, 2009, after the 10 a.m. service to record their events for the coming year.  This way, we can have a comprehensive calendar and know about all of the activities of St. Peter’s!  


There will soon be a suggestion box in plain sight for everyone to use in offering ways to help the Stewardship Committee foster support. If you have a fund raising idea, a service opportunity or other idea, please do not hesitate to use the box to share it with us.  Be sure to put your name and phone number on your suggestion so that we can get back to you!


AND, we will be having another “Ministry Fair.”  Watch for announcements about this event on October 11.  This will be a chance for all of the committees to set up tables and recruit new members and advertise their ministry in service to St. Peter’s and in sharing the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with others!
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THE PONY EXPRESS IS COMING…

          This year we will be conducting a pledge campaign using the Pony Express. This is a great way for members of the church to pass a package of stewardship information and commitment cards to other members and get to know the people we see on Sundays. The cards will be used as an estimate of giving for the mission and ministry of the church for the coming year. Please prayerfully consider the use of your Time,talent  and treasure to make this program successful. If you would like to help out as Pony Express “Trail Bosses” or in any other way please contact Martin Bogdon-215-508-9096,Nbogdon@verizon.net;or Meg Huber-215-661-9006,hubers7nw@yahoo.com. 
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ST .  PETER’S ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

Sunday, October 4 at Shannondel.   (The Eagles have a bye.)  

Starting times to follow.  Contact Tom Peuser if interested: tee4107@yahoo.com
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      SILVER SPRINGS PARTIES

The Young Family Group Ministry will be the new sponsor for the monthly parties at Silver Springs.  These parties are a reward to the children residing at Silver Springs for good behavior.  We read stories, have discussions, sing songs, do arts and crafts and enjoy snacks and games.

Please contact Sarah Cohen or Debbie Graham if you are interested in prepping for or helping at a party:  We would love for the senior members of our congregation to join us!  This is also a great opportunity for pre-teens or teenagers who need to do a service project and/or include volunteer work on their college applications.

If you cannot help at a party but would like to donate art/craft supplies or snacks:   A list of supplies needed will be posted on the monitors, in the Fellowship Hall, Muhlenberg Chapel and in the Newsletter.  There will be a bin by the coat racks and in the Chapel to drop donations.  

Upcoming Parties
Sunday, September 20th 2-4PM
Sunday, October 18th 2-4PM
Sunday, November 22nd 2-4PM
All parties are from 2:00-4:00.  We meet in the Nursery School at 1:00 to gather supplies and do any prep work.  We then leave together for Silver Springs.  There are usually about 20 children, ages 8-14 at the parties.
Thank you and God bless you all for your generous spirit!

Sarahlcohen@comcast.net  or Mrsdeg123@aol.com
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YOUNG FAMILY GROUP NEWS.
Sunday, September 13th after 10AM Worship.  First, check out the Rummage Sale.  Then come outside to the new playground and join us for fellowship, food and fun and pick-up a copy of the 2009/2010 schedule.  No sign-up sheet for food—just bring your favorite sweet or savory dish.  Beverages will be provided. 

[image: image8.wmf]If you are new to St. Peter’s or have never participated in YFG activities the Potluck will be a great time to get to meet everyone and learn more about our upcoming events.

Sunday, September 24th 2-4pm:  Silver Springs Party!  Every month we will be hosting a party. Please contact Sarah Cohen if you would like to help Silver Springs.
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Sunday, October 25th is a Kids Halloween Party!  After Treats from the Trunk please join us in the Fellowship Hall for more fun and many surprises.  If you would like to be included on our email list please contact Sarah Cohen at sarahlcohen@comcast.net.  
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Thank you for helping make this annual program a success!

Together with Quaker Chemical, the Seifert Family Foundation and the St Peter’s Congregation we were able to delivered 57 filled backpacks to Colonial Neighborhood council.  Along with the backpacks, we delivered 7 boxes of extra supplies for the children who where not able to receive a filled backpack.

Thank you for your continuing support in St Peter’s Social Ministry programs.
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We had a week of fun, faith-filled activities!   It was a blessing to see the happy faces of the children as they created a masterpiece in Cavern Crafts, dissected an owl pellet in Sandstone Science and learned a new song in Red Rock Rhythm!

Thank you to everyone for all of the craft donations!

A special thanks to:

Kelly Graham

Kelly Owens


Anne Santaniello

Danielle Crew

Maggie King


Stephanie Melillo

Vicar Stephanie

Alina Hansberry

JoAnn McManus

Gabby Santaniello

Corey O’Brien

Linda Trembath

Kristen Owens

Larry Wargo


Pastor Todd

Kathy Turner


Eric Brown


Christina Vikingstad

Debbie Graham

Jamie Turner


Elizabeth Vikingstad

Lauren Fleig


Danielle O’Brien

Linda Ines

Kay Eadline


Lucia Santaniello

Iris Euceda

Ilona Sniegonova

Nicole Wargo


Glenda Euceda

We could not have done it without you!

Thank you…
Dear Friends,

St. Peter’s has meant a lot to my parents, Louis & Dorothy Guthermuth.

The congregation has always been welcoming and caring. Pastor Todd and Vicar

Stephanie have been so very caring and supportive.  We appreciate your prayers and care leading up to the passing of my mother.

Many, many thanks,

Sincerely, 

Sue Sauerman

Sunday School News
RALLY DAY - Welcome Back to Sunday School!

Sunday, September 13th will be the day we welcome back our children to their new grade of Sunday School.  The new Curriculum is in place, the classrooms are set and the teachers are ready.  Over the past few years we have become a bit lax in our Sunday School Schedule.  We are going to try and get back on schedule to provide a FULL teaching opportunity for our children.  Please observe the following schedule:


10:00 a.m. - Children are in worship until the Children’s Chat


10:25ish - Children go to Sunday School following the Children’s Chat


11:15 a.m. - Children are dismissed from Sunday School
[image: image12.wmf]Although the worship service usually ends at 11:00 a.m., the teachers really need a full 45 minutes of class time to provide an adequate experience for your children.  Please help us in this process by not going to the classroom to take your children before 11:15 a.m.  Instead, join us in the Muhlenberg Chapel for coffee hour and fellowship.  You will also be able to greet the preacher of the day in the chapel.

Can you give an hour a month to help build the faith of our youngest members?

We have Sunday school teaching opportunities available.  You do not need to be an experienced teacher to make a difference.  If you are interested, please contact Linda Wargo at 215-402-9156 or l.wargo@comcast.net
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College Students Addresses
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THE SPAGHETTI DINNER
IS BACK!
How about reviving our Spaghetti Dinner/ Bake Sale?          

Remember them???

          We are hoping to have a Spaghetti Dinner/ Bake Sale on Saturday, Sept 19th  with proceeds to benefit World Hunger.

          Volunteers are needed to help plan this event (a planning committee) as well as donations for the Bake Sale (St. Peter’s has the BEST bakers!!!)  If you’re interested in helping – we’ll need lotsa help!!!   Please contact Silvia Rotenbury @ 610/278-9548 or email:  Silvi4259@yahoo.com
SOCIAL MINISTRY

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND INIATIVES

      



Shoe Collection – September 1st-30th 
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During the month of September, Social Ministry will be collecting gently used and new shoe.  The box will be located in the hallway leading into the Muhlenberg Chapel.  

Shoes that are collected will be distributed domestically and internationally. We can help put shoes on the feet of those in need and at the same time it will be helping the environment by recycling shoes that may otherwise be sent to a landfill.
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[image: image18.wmf]                                         Operation Warm Coat – October 1st-31st 
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         Social Ministry will be collecting gently used or new 

                                   jackets, gloves, hats, scarves and blankets for all 

                                   genders, all sizes and all stages of life.  Items will be 

                                   taken to the Colonial Neighborhood Council where they

                                   will be distributed within our local community.

Social Ministry is collecting “pop tops” for the

Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House®
[image: image20.wmf][image: image21.wmf]Funds generated from recycling pop tops, families can stay at the Ronald McDonald House for no more than $15 a night.  

St Peter’s can help!

Just collect them at home and bring them to church.  The collection drawer is found in the hallway leading into the Muhlenberg Chapel.
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                     Blood Pressure Screening
Social Ministry is hosting blood pressure screening the 1st Sunday 

of each month immediately following both worship services.
From The Vicar . . .

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’


                       – John 6:60


This verse from the gospel reading from August 23rd really resonated with me.  Last week (August 17th-23rd) the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held.  This assembly was incredibly historic and will change the Lutheran church in many ways.  There were many issues presented for discussion and voting but two items were by far the most contentious for voting members from across the country: Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust and Ministry Policy Resolutions.  Both of these issues were primarily focused around the subject of same-gender relationships, a topic that many of us have very strong opinions about.  You can find the extensive reports on these issues as well as other information about the 2009 Churchwide Assembly at www.ELCA.org.


During the week I watched hours upon hours of debate and discussion online through a live, streaming feed.  I cried tears of joy and tears of anger.  I cheered loudly when I saw familiar faces, faces of dear mentors, stand up and speak so eloquently.  I clenched my jaw tightly when I heard words of hate and fear.  Watching those plenary sessions made me incredibly anxious and took me on an emotional rollercoaster ride.  

The church as a whole needs to be a place of inclusion; a place that opens its doors to everyone; a place that offers the hope and love of Jesus Christ to all people, especially those who have been cast out.  Years ago there were similar debates about the role of women in the church and whether or not to ordain them.  This may seem silly now but many people said they would leave the church, the ELCA, if the vote was made to ordain women as pastors.  I’m sure some of those who opposed women clergy did leave the church and this saddens me.  While I am overjoyed with the outcome of the votes I am very concerned that some will feel the need to leave the Lutheran church; the church that I was born and raised in; the church that I love.  

Following the way of Christ is difficult.  Interpreting the Holy Scriptures is difficult.  Listening to others speak about their faith and beliefs when they are different from your own is difficult.  Life is difficult.  We have never been told that if we just accept Jesus into our hearts everything will be okay.  That is far from the truth.  We struggle each day.  But because of Jesus we are allowed to struggle; we are allowed to question; we are allowed to debate.  Jesus came and still comes to a broken world; a fallen humanity.  Through his death we all are united into one body.  Sometimes the left shoulder of that body is in pain and needs healing but it is still a part of the body.  Paul reminds us that all of the parts of the body are needed and none are more important than the others.  We need all of the members of the Lutheran church; those who are conservative and those who are liberal; those who are female and those who are male; those who are young and those who are old; those who are contemporary and those who are traditional; those who are heterosexual and those who are homosexual.  All of us are needed to do the work of God.  All of us.  

I ask that you pray for our national church.  I pray that every church, in every state, in every country will truly live out the commandment that Jesus gave us: to love our neighbor as ourselves.  May we all be willing to listen, truly listen, to those who are different than us.  May we all be empowered by the Holy Spirit to spread the Word.

In closing, I would like to share a quote from Bishop Mark Hanson’s pastoral remarks which were made following Friday’s vote on Ministry Policies.  “We finally meet one another not in our agreements or our disagreements, but at the foot of the cross, where God is faithful, where Christ is present with us, and where, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are one in Christ.”

Blessings,

Vicar Stephanie

From The Intern Committee . . .
Hopefully many of you have met our new Vicar, Stephanie Kershner, who started her internship on June 15th.   Vicar Stephanie will be with us at St. Peter’s for a year.  An Intern Committee collaborates with her in support of her educational experience.  The committee members include Celeste Chamberlain, Chair, Gary Rotenbury, Ellen Daneke, Bob Wentz, Carolyn and Jack Hanel and Rod Lockard.  

What makes an internship exciting for us at St. Peter’s is that each internship experience is unique to the individual in the role.  Vicar Stephanie brings her own style and talents from which both she and the congregation will mutually benefit.  Coming into a new situation and a new congregation means meeting many new people.  You can help her greatly by repeating your name to her for several months.  

Please do not hesitate to invite Vicar Stephanie’s involvement in aspects of the congregation’s life and ministry that are beyond her specific assignments made by Pastor Todd.  The degree to which she may be able to participate will vary, as other responsibilities and priorities may take priority.  Along those same lines, please invite Vicar Stephanie’s husband Josh to be involved in the life of the congregation.  

Vicar Stephanie is with St. Peter’s to both learn and to minister.  You can help her by sharing your understandings of the faith and ministry of the church and the opportunities you see for ministry in the community.  

Vicar Stephanie will be “officially” installed during both worship services on September 20th.  Your loyalty, cooperation, understanding, and prayers will greatly enrich the experience of St. Peter’s and Vicar Stephanie.  The national church and the seminary are grateful for your part in preparing future pastors.  
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WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUP NOON & 7:30 P.M.

prayer (noun) a petition, an address to God in word or thought 

During my first couple of months at St. Peter’s I have had several discussions and questions raised to me about prayer.  So, the first Adult Study of the fall will be focused on prayer.  In the class we will not only read and discuss prayer but actually practice several different forms of prayer.  We will be using three books as reading resources but it is not necessary for you to purchase the texts (I will provide copies of the parts we will be covering.): Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening by Cynthia Bourgeault; Finding God, a Handbook of Christian Meditation by Ken Kaisch; and Living in the Presence: Disciplines for the Spiritual Heart.  I hope these six Wednesdays will help you discover a prayerful connection to God and sense of peace in your busy fall schedules.  And don’t worry!  I won’t force you to pray out loud in front of the group! 

The Wednesday Adult Study will begin September 16th at noon and 7:30 pm.  

IT’S BACK!!!!






    Friday, Sept. 11th 
After being postponed from





    6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
The Spring and moved to the

Fall, our Rummage Sale





    Saturday, Sept. 12th 
is returning.







    9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

   Book Sale,   Clothing Table

         
 
  Furniture Items

   
Collectables, White Elephants


      Refreshments and Food


GREET THE PREACHER AT COFFEE HOUR
Beginning on September 13th, when Sunday School resumes, the preacher for the day will greet you in the Muhlenberg Chapel following worship, while the non-preaching worship leader of the day will greet others at the front door.  Those with children in Sunday School will need to wait until 11:15 when classes are dismissed anyway, so why not spend that time at coffee hour?  You will also be able to obtain your Scrip Cards there as well as sign up for the various activities throughout the year.  Come join us for a cup of coffee - or tea - or lemonade.  We also need bakers to help provide some goodies.  Sign-up in the Chapel.  
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College Students Addresses





Don’t Forget!  We are in need of their names, the college they are attending and their mailing address.





Please submit information to � HYPERLINK mailto:splcbern@comcast.net��splcbern@comcast.net�


or drop a note off at the office to Bernadette
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